Bava Metzia 58b with DS9 and related background (for SVARA MLBM-2, Tevet 5782, V. Spatz)
...The halls of magazines and newspapers remain difficult to break into without (white, often male) contacts or mentors. Just from my
experience alone, that's often meant policing my own behavior to appear more "white" and less threatening: straightening my hair, cutting
my hair, or holding my tongue in meetings when I've heard something unquestionably offensive.
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**A tanna recited in front of Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak:
Causing a neighbor to publicly lose face is akin to murder. He responded:
You spoke well – I have seen myself that a person will go out hearty and come back paled.

Bava Metzia 58b with DS9 p.2 (for SVARA MLBM-2, Tevet 5782, vspatz, songeveryday.org)
"Hey! You gonna buy that or not?!" kiosk vendor demands of
science fiction writer Benny Russell, who is holding a copy of
Galaxy but not moving to buy it. “Personally, I don’t see the
attraction,” the vendor adds. “It’s all make believe.”
(Price is printed on the cover; Russell buys it.) – DS9 S6:E13
“Far Beyond the Stars”
does not clarify whether
this kiosk vendor knows
Russell and/or is aware
of his occupation. If the
vendor doesn’t know, is
he liable for any harm
as a result of his words?
Is this a “matter given to
the heart” (as in a
portion of BM 58b we
skipped in class)? If the
vendor knows, does he
– should he – consider
his words harmless?
Small-talk or acceptable
teasing, maybe?

**

More DS9: The Storyteller S1:E14
(original air date: 5/2/93)

Tetrarch Varis Sul, leader of the Paqu people,
participates in negotiations on Deep Space Nine
meant to avert a war over river access on Bajor.
Varis is 15 years old, orphaned,
and without advisors. She is
*
shamed, inadvertently and
purposely, during the conference.
Thereafter, she stops negotiating
entirely, fearing any concession
will be viewed as weakness
*
and endanger her people....

שאונאת דברים צער הגוף

Ona'at devarim
degrades, pains, troubles
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…
**also ona'at mamon permits of
restitution, but not ona’at devarim

Meanwhile, in a Bajoran village,
a young man, who has been
the spiritual leader’s apprentice
fails in an attempt to take over
an essential ritual from the aging
leader. The apprentice’s failure--Shita Mekubetzet (supplemental materials)
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to lead, putting the village at risk....
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What might this brief scene suggest about making assumptions when speaking to relative strangers? [voice of the page, not a quotation]
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

My daughter’s name is Ori...
Her light is Black, because she is Black. She is Black light....
...For Ori, and for all the Black babies who light hanukkiahs now—and will hopefully light them for decades to
come—maybe this is the year we can celebrate that they, themselves, are fire: hard to contain, illuminating,
bright, beautiful, and filled with light.
– from “My light, Ori” by Rachel Faulkner, in Dec 2021 Lilith
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Association of American Medical Colleges
(Jan 2020, Article here):
“Black people’s nerve endings are less sensitive than white people’s.”
“Black people’s skin is thicker than white people’s.”
“Black people’s blood coagulates more quickly than white people’s.”

There is a 30-year life expectancy gap
between Black and white Chicagoans
with similar gaps in DC and elsewhere.
What part is ona’at mamon,
and what part ona’at devarim?
And how much of ona’at mamon
is caused by one ona’at devarim?

....40% of first- and second-year medical students endorsed the belief that “black people’s skin is thicker than
white people’s.”
...In the 2016 study, for example, trainees who believed that black people are not as sensitive to pain as white
people were less likely to treat black people’s pain appropriately....
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

