
"and "Devarim דבר
A few instances of דבר in this week's portion and later Deuteronomy

some untranslated, some translated 4X: 1=JPS (1985), 2=ArtScroll ('85), 3=Everett Fox ('97), 4=Robert Alter (2004); see also Hazony (below)

1:1) -דִּבֶּ ראֲשֶּ ר,  הַדְּבִָריםאֵלֶּ ה  - יִשְָׂראֵל   כָּל אֶּל מֹשֶּ ה
---  ...ha-devarim... 

אֵלַי     וְהַדָבָ ר   (1:17 תְַקִרבּ֥ו יַלֵא ן מִּכֶּ יַלֵא ןּו֥בִרְקַּת ם יְִקשֶּ ֣ה אֲשֶּ ֣ר
...v'hadavar...  --- ּושְׂמַעְׂתִּֽיו

עִּמָּ ְך      (2:7 אֱֹל הֶּי ְךָּמִע ָך י ְהו ָ֤ה שָּנ ָ֗ה אְַרבָּעִּ֣י יַלֵא ןּו֥בִרְקַּת ם
חָּסְַ֖רתָּ  דָבָֽ ר ֹלא ---... davar

-הַדְּבִָריםוְ הָּיּו  (6:6 --     , לְׂבָּבֶּ ְךָּמִע ָך  עַל מְׂצַּו ְךָּמִע ְָך הַּיֹו יַלֵא ןּו֥בִרְקַּת ם אָּנֹכִּי אֲשֶּ ר ...v'hayu ha-devarim ha-eleh ---  הָּאֵלֶּ ה

1:14)  ... -טֹוב דִּבְַרתָ-  אֲשֶׁ ר לַעֲשֹות הַדָבָ ר ...
...tov-hadavar asher-dibarta la'asot...

1: "What you propose to do is good."
2: "The thing that you have proposed to do is good."
3: Good is the word that you have proposed to do!
4: "The thing that you have spoken is good to do."

ָבִרים ... (1:18 ֲעׂשּוֵאת ָָּכל-ַהְּד� ר ַּת� , ֲאֶׁש	 ... 
...et kol-hadevarim...

1: ...about the various things that you should do.
2: ...all the things that you should do.
3: ...concerning all the matters that you should do.
4: ...all the things that you must do.

1:23)  ... , בְׂעֵינַי  הַדָבָ ר וַּיִּיטַב ... 
...ha-davar...      

1: I approved of the plan...
2: The idea was good in my eyes...
3: The matter was good in my eyes, so...
4: And the thing was good in my eyes...

1:25) ... אֹתָנּו  וַּיֹאמְׂ רּו ,ָדבָ ר וַּיָּשִּבּו  ... --- ...vayashivu otanu davar...

1: ...and they gave us this report: 
2: ...they brought back word...
3: ...and returned us word,...
4: ...and brought back word to us, and they said...

אֱֹל הֵיכֶּֽ יַלֵא ןּו֥בִרְקַּת ם     ּובַדָבָ֖ ר (1:32 ַבי הו ָ֖ה מַאֲמִּינִ֔ יַלֵא ןּו֥בִרְקַּת ם אֵֽינְכֶּ יַלֵא ןּו֥בִרְקַּת םםֶֽכיֵהֹלֱא הָ֖והיַּב םִ֔ניִמֲאַמ ֙ ...u'vadavar ---  הַזֶּ ֑ה

1: Yet for all that, Yet for all that, you have no faith in the LORD your God
2: Yet in this matter you do not believe in HASHEM your God
3: Yet in this matter you have been showing-no-trust in YHWH your God
4: And despite this thing you do not trust the LORD your God

15:9) ... - י ִהְׂי ֶה   פֶּ יַלֵא ן לְׂ ְךָּמִע ָך -  הִּשָָּּׁמֶּ ר בְּלִּיַעַל   לְּבָבְּלַעַּיִלְב ָך עִּם ָדבָ ר .    
 ...davar im-l'vavekha b'liya'al...

1: Beware lest you harbor the base thought        
2: Beware lest there be a lawless thought in your heart 
3: Beware lest there be a word in your heart, a base-one  
4: Watch yourself lest there be in your heart a base thing

אֵלֶּי ְךָּמִע ָך-   (30:14 ָק רֹוב , הַדָבָ רכִּי   : לַעֲשֹתֹו,  ּובִּלְׂבָּבְׂ ְךָּמִע ָך בְׂפִּי ְךָּמִע ָך מְׂאֹֹותֹׂשֲעַל ,ָךְבָבְלִבּו ָךיִפְּב :ד
...hadavar...

1: No, the thing is very close to you, in your mouth and in your heart, to observe it.
2: Rather, the matter is very near to you -- in your mouth and your heart -- to perform it.
3: Rather, near to you is the word, exceedingly, in your mouth and in your heart, to observe it!
4: But the word is very close to you, in your mouth and in your heart, to do it.

וְֹלֽא־י ִהְׂי ֶה       (18:22 י ְהו ָ֗ה בְׂשֵ֣ יַלֵא ןּו֥בִרְקַּת ם יְַדב ֵר הַנָּבִּיא יָבֹוא הּוא    הַדָבָ ראֲשֶּ ר בְׂזָֹּותֹׂשֲעַל ,ָךְבָבְלִבּו ָךיִפְּב :דֹו יַלֵא ן   ֹלא־ִדבְּ רֹו אֲשֶּ ר הַדָבָ רוְֹלא מִּמֶּֽנּו׃    דִּבְּ רֹוי ְהוָ ה תָגּו ר ֹלא   הַנָּבִּיא
...hadavar...hadavar...lo-divaro...divaro

1: ...if the prophet speaks in the name of the LORD and the oracle does not come true, that oracle was not spoken by the LORD; the prophet has uttered it
presumptuously: do not stand in dread of him. 
2: If the prophet will speak in the Name of HASHEM and that thing will not occur and not come about--that is the word that HASHEM has not spoken...
3: Should the prophet speak in the name of YHWH, but the word not happen, not come about -- (then) that is the word that YHWH did not speak...
4: "...That which the prophet speaks in the name of the LORD and the thing does not happen and does not come about, this is the word that the LORD 
did not speak. Willfully did the prophet speak it: you shall have no dread of him.



What is a davar and when is it true or false?
Excerpts and notes from Yoram Hazony. The Philosophy of Hebrew Scripture. Cambridge University Press, 2012.

Hazony cites Bible verses declaring an object or person "false" or "true":

• Eliezer says: "[Abraham] led me on a true road [derech emet] to 
take my mater's brothers's daughter for his son" (Gen 24:48)

• "A horse is false [sheker] for safety..." (Psalms 33:17)

• "Attractiveness is false [sheker]..." (Proverbs 31:30)

Cities, tent pegs, and other objects are called "emuna [reliable or steady]" 
when they do their jobs and stand up over time. This conflicts with Western
Philosophy's "correspondence theory of truth," which focuses on how 
closely words match reality or some form of Platonic ideals. -- p.196-200

Hazony also argues that the biblical authors did not have dualist ideas about
words and things:

... it is clear that the sharp distinction between the two usages [word 
and thing] cannot be maintained. For in the Bible, the term davar 
appears very frequently in contexts in which there is no way to tell 
whether it is referring to words or to things. -- p.209

One example Hazony offers is the "thing" or "word" or "what" is proposed 
in Deut. 1:14 (above) regarding the appointment of judges: Are the people 
pleased with Moses' words or with the actual appointment? Another 
example is when Sarah urges Abraham to cast out Hagar and Ishmael, and 
Abraham finds the davar "very grievous..." (Gen 21:10-11): Which is 
grievous? Sarah's words? or the proposed expulsion?  -- p. 209

Overall, he argues: 

In reading the Bible, one is constantly confronted by things that are 
neither clearly words nor clearly objects. Given this fact, it seems 
impossible to conclude that the term davar has two distinct meanings, 
from which the biblical authors choose each time they deploy the 
word. On the contrary, the biblical authors use the word davar as 
though they see no need to draw a sharp boundary between word and 
object. -- p.210

Let us suppose, for a moment, that this blurring of the distinction 
between word and object is not an accident of imprecise writing, but is
rather a reflection of the biblical understanding, according to which a 
davar is often something indeterminate between word and object. Let 
us suppose, in other words, that what what is meant when the Bible 
speaks of a davar is not a word at all, but what we might today call an 
understanding of something, by which is meant the object as 
understood.  -- p.210

Our understandings or conceptions of objects, on the other hand, are 
not a separate kind of being in a distinct realm of their own. [as in 
Platonic ideals, subsequent Western philosophy's "correspondence 
theory of truth"]....The words express the object as understood by the 
speaker, which is all the reality he has. If the conceptions expressed by
the words are reliable and therefore true, then the things being 
discussed are themselves reliable and therefore true.

If this is correct, it means that the authors of the Hebrew scriptures 
were not dualists. They were able to do with one realm alone, in which
true understandings of things are distinguished from false ones by their
ability to stand the test of time within the confines of this one realm. 
This means that in the Hebrew Bible, truth does not seem to exist in 
the given moment, but only in the course of subsequent events, which 
are what make an understood object, or davar, into something true or 
false. -- p.217

Today, most are very far from being able to imagine what it must have 
been like to live in a world whose objects were understood to have 
been created by the by the speech or thought of God. But we do have 
some ability to imagine what it means to live in a world consisting of 
objects as understood, in which there is no reality that is genuinely 
independent of our own mind....thoroughgoing subjectivism...The 
biblical authors, however, seem to have maintained just such an 
understanding while at the same time devoting themselves to the quest 
for truth, seeking it and even, as it seems, finding it. -- p. 217-218

Jer 6:16)  ...  ,   , -    -  ,     - לְׂנַפְׂשְׂכֶּ יַלֵא ןּו֥בִרְקַּת ם     מְַרּגֹועַ ּומִּצְׂאּו בָּםֶכְׁשְפַנְל ,ַעֹוּגְרַמ ּואְצִמּו ,ּה ּולְׂכּו ֶדֶר ְך הַּטֹוב זֶּ ה אֵי עֹולָּ יַלֵא ןּו֥בִרְקַּת ם לִּנְתִבֹות וְשַאֲלּו ּוְראּו דְָׂרכִּי יַלֵא ןּו֥בִרְקַּת ם עַל עִּמְֹׂותֹׂשֲעַל ,ָךְבָבְלִבּו ָךיִפְּב :דּו י ְהו ָה אָּמַ ר כ ֹה
So says the Lord: Stand on the roadways and see, and inquire of the paths of old which way is the good, and walk on it, and find rest for your souls.... 


